[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]IN COMUNE



CITTÁ DI SASSO MARCONI
PROVINCIA DI BOLOGNA

Piazza dei Martiri della Liberazione, 6 – 40037

www.comune.sassomarconi.bologna.it

PRESS RELEASE - Sasso Marconi – September 16th, 2008

MARCONI IN SALVAN: IT’S TIME TO CLEAR THE MATTER

The correspondence between the Municipality of Sasso Marconi and the International Union for the Telecommunications (ITU) didn’t convince the Mayor of Sasso Marconi, who promises further actions to solve the question concerning the exact location of Marconi’s first experiments, and to fix universally the real “wireless cradle”. Mr. Gianni Letta, M.P., Under-Secretary of the Cabinet Presidency, and Dr. Giuseppe Deodato, Italian ambassador in Switzerland, have already been informed and involved.

To summarize the story: during the past weeks, the Swiss Municipality of Salvan was conferred many international honours, as the place where the first wireless experiments were held and is going to celebrate officially the honour on September 26th next. According to the Swiss authorities, Salvan is the place where Guglielmo Marconi successfully fulfilled his first experiments in 1895, but Mrs. Marilena Fabbri, Mayor of Sasso Marconi (place where Guglielmo Marconi started the wireless communications, according to the available documents) doesn’t accept the statement and asks to know the historical and scientific sources considered by the ITU to confer the honour.

“For more than one century we have continued reminding the entire world that Villa Griffone in Pontecchio (in the Municipality of Sasso Marconi) and the adjoining Celestini hill are the places where the young Guglielmo Marconi fulfilled his first experiments concerning wireless. We were very surprised to learn that Salvan was going to be conferred the ITU honour, and before starting the foreseen official celebrations in Switzerland, I would like to clear the matter. The experiments held in 1895 in Pontecchio are widely proved by documents, and according to the information in our hands (available at the historical Archive of Sasso Marconi or at the Accademia dei Lincei in Rome) it seems that Guglielmo Marconi hardly left Italy in that year (his first passport was issued in 1896, year when he left Italy to London). For this reason last June I wrote to Hamadoun Tourè, General Secretary of ITU in Genève (www.itu.int) asking for explanations concerning the historical-scientific evidences considered to confer the honour. ITU answered us on September 4th, without giving precise explanations or showing documents, but only informing us they had investigated the matter. This answer cannot satisfy us. If historical and scientific evidences are available, they have to be showed, to reconstruct an important piece of history; if they don’t exist, we honestly don’t understand the reason why Salvan is conferred the honour as place where the wireless was born. We do hope that the Italian Government (we already contacted and informed) and other scientific foundations (in particular Marconian ones) deepen the matter. There is a concrete risk that the celebration ceremony, without a previous proper and supported documents investigation, could be the occasion to rewrite an historical truth, which has still to be shared, fixed and universally accepted. Let’s hope that Salvan ceremony on September 26th will instead be a positive opportunity to clear forever the matter. We owe it to Guglielmo Marconi, to the Italian history, and to the whole scientific community”.  
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